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Christians are not to turn to the Decalogue for a basis of divine government in their lives:  “you are not under law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14, cf. 1 Cor. 9:20-21, Gal. 5:18).  

The great moral values of the Ten Commandments have not been discarded for Christians, but every moral precept of the Decalogue, but one, has been restated with increased emphasis in the teachings of grace.  These precepts do not reappear under grace in the character and coloring of the Law, but, rather, in the character and coloring of pure grace.  The following brief comparison will demonstrate the fact that the moral values of the Law are reincorporated in the teachings of grace.

	1. “You shall have no other gods before Me.”
	“We... preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God...” (Acts 14:15b).
	Under the teachings of grace, the appeal of this first commandment is repeated no less than 50 times...

	2. “You shall not make for yourself an idol... you shall not worship them or serve them...”
	“1Little children, guard yourselves from idols. ”(1 John 5:21)
	12 times...

	3. “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain”
	“But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath...”(James 5:12b)
	4 times...

	4. “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.”
	No such command is found in the teachings of grace.
	not at all...

	5. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.”
	“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right”(Eph. 6:1).  [Notice the lack of the land promise:  what land would it be?  The church's land?]
	6 times...

	6. “You shall not murder.”
	“Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. ” (1 John 3:15)
	6 times...

	7. “You shall not commit adultery.”
	“...neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers... will inherit the kingdom of God. ”(1 Cor. 6:9b-10b)
	12 times...

	8. “You shall not steal.”
	“He who steals must steal no longer...” (Eph. 4:28a)
	6 times...

	9. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. ”
	“Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices” (Col. 3:9)
	4 times...

	10. “You shall not covet...”
	“...nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.” (I Cor. 6:10)
	9 times.


The teachings of grace are not only gracious in character and of the very nature of heaven itself, but they are extended to cover the entire range of the new issues of the life and service of the Christian.  The Ten Commandments require no life of prayer, no Christian service, no evangelism, no missionary effort, no gospel preaching, no life and walk in the Spirit, no Fatherhood of God, no union with Christ, no fellowship of the saints, no hope of salvation, and no hope of heaven.

